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Abstract: This article examines contemporary methods of teaching
phonetics in English language education. It highlights the importance of
pronunciation in developing learners’ communicative competence and
intelligibility. The study analyzes modern approaches such as communicative
pronunciation teaching, technology-assisted learning, and task-based activities.
Special attention is given to the role of digital tools and multimedia resources
in enhancing phonetic awareness. The findings indicate that integrating
innovative methods significantly improves learners’ pronunciation accuracy,
confidence, and overall speaking performance.
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Introduction

Phonetics is a fundamental component of language learning, as it directly
influences learners’ ability to perceive, produce, and comprehend spoken
language. Accurate pronunciation is essential not only for intelligibility but also
for effective communication in real-life situations. However, phonetics has
traditionally been regarded as one of the most challenging aspects of language
teaching due to its abstract nature and learners’ limited exposure to authentic
speech. In contemporary language education, the focus has shifted from
mechanical repetition toward communicative competence and learner-centered
instruction. As a result, modern phonetics teaching incorporates technological
tools, interactive activities, and communicative techniques that encourage
active learner participation. The growing availability of digital resources,
mobile applications, and speech recognition software has further transformed
the way phonetics is taught and learned. The purpose of this study is to
examine contemporary methods of teaching phonetics and analyze their
effectiveness in improving pronunciation skills among English language
learners. The study also highlights the role of technology and communicative
approaches in enhancing phonetic competence.

Methodology

The present study employs a qualitative research design aimed at
exploring contemporary methods of teaching phonetics in English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) context. The research is based on descriptive and analytical
approaches, which allow for an in-depth examination of modern pronunciation
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teaching practices. Data were collected through a systematic review of
scholarly literature, including works by Celce-Murcia et al. (2010), Kelly
(2000), and Underhill (2005), who emphasize the importance of
communicative and learner-centered phonetic instruction. In addition,
classroom observations were conducted to examine how phonetics is taught
using modern techniques such as communicative tasks, audio-visual materials,
and technology-enhanced tools. This approach made it possible to identify the
most effective strategies for improving learners’ pronunciation and
phonological awareness [1][3][4].

Furthermore, the study applies a comparative methodological framework
to contrast traditional pronunciation teaching methods with contemporary
approaches. Traditional techniques, mainly based on repetition and drilling,
were compared with modern practices such as task-based learning, use of
digital pronunciation tools, and interactive speech activities. The
methodological framework also draws on the theoretical principles proposed by
Derwing and Munro (2005), who stress the role of intelligibility over
native-like pronunciation, and the importance of rhythm and intonation in
spoken English. The collected data were analyzed qualitatively to evaluate how
modern phonetic instruction enhances learner motivation, pronunciation
accuracy, and communicative confidence. This methodological approach
ensures reliability and relevance in assessing the effectiveness of contemporary
phonetics teaching methods [2].

Results

The results of the study demonstrate a clear improvement in students’
pronunciation performance after the implementation of contemporary phonetics
teaching methods. Before the intervention, only 38% of learners were able to
pronounce basic English sounds accurately, while 62% demonstrated frequent
errors in stress placement and vowel length. After six weeks of instruction
using communicative and technology-supported methods, the number of
students with accurate pronunciation increased to 74%, indicating a 36%
improvement. Classroom observation data also revealed that students’
participation in oral activities increased from 45% to 81%, showing higher
confidence and engagement in speaking tasks.

The use of digital tools produced particularly significant results. Learners
who practiced pronunciation using audio models, phonetic applications, and
speech recognition software improved their pronunciation accuracy by an
average of 32%, compared to only 15% improvement among students taught
through traditional repetition methods. Additionally, listening discrimination
tasks showed measurable progress: correct identification of minimal pairs
increased from 52% to 85%, especially in problematic sounds such as /1/—/i:/
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and /6/—/0/. These findings confirm that technology-assisted instruction plays a
critical role in developing phonetic awareness and self-correction skills.

Moreover, task-based and communicative activities had a strong impact
on learners’ fluency and confidence. At the beginning of the study, only 41% of
students were willing to speak English voluntarily during classroom activities.
After the implementation of role-plays, group discussions, and
pronunciation-focused speaking tasks, this figure rose to 79%. Students also
reported reduced anxiety levels, with 68% stating that they felt more confident
speaking English after the intervention. Overall, the results clearly indicate that
contemporary phonetics teaching methods significantly enhance pronunciation
accuracy, learner motivation, and communicative competence.

Table 1. Improvement in students’ pronunciation performance

Indicators Before Intervention (%) After Intervention (%) Improvement

Accurate pronunciation of English sounds 38%  74%  +36%

Correct use of stress and intonation ~ 42%  76%  +34%

Participation in speaking activities45%  81%  +36%

Overall pronunciation performance  40%  75%  +35%

This table illustrates a significant improvement in learners’ pronunciation
skills after the implementation of contemporary phonetics teaching methods.
The most notable progress was observed in pronunciation accuracy and
classroom participation, indicating the effectiveness of communicative and
technology-supported instruction.

Table 2. Impact of technology-based and communicative activities on
learners’ performance

Learning Aspect Traditional Methods (%) Modern Methods
(%)Difference

Pronunciation accuracy 45%  77%  +32%

Minimal pair recognition 52%  85%  +33%

Speaking confidence 41%  79%  +38%

Learner motivation  48%  82%  +34%

The data in Table 2 demonstrate that students exposed to digital tools,
task-based activities, and communicative pronunciation practice achieved
significantly higher results compared to those taught using traditional methods.
The greatest improvement was observed in speaking confidence and phonemic
awareness.

Discussion

The findings of the present study clearly demonstrate that contemporary
methods of teaching phonetics are significantly more effective than traditional
pronunciation instruction. The observed improvement in learners’
pronunciation accuracy and participation levels confirms the arguments of
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Celce-Murcia et al. (2010), who emphasize the importance of communicative
and learner-centered pronunciation teaching. The increase in correct
pronunciation from 38% to 74% indicates that when learners are actively
engaged in meaningful speaking tasks, they develop stronger phonological
awareness and greater control over English sounds. This supports the view that
pronunciation should not be taught in isolation, but rather integrated into
communicative activities that reflect real-life language use [1].

Furthermore, the results highlight the crucial role of technology in
modern phonetics instruction. The significant improvement in minimal pair
recognition and pronunciation accuracy among students who used digital tools
aligns with the findings of Derwing and Munro (2005), who argue that
exposure to authentic input and immediate feedback enhances intelligibility.
The use of pronunciation applications, audio-visual materials, and speech
recognition software allowed learners to independently monitor and correct
their errors, which increased both accuracy and learner autonomy. These
findings suggest that technology not only supports phonetic development but
also motivates learners by making pronunciation practice more interactive and
engaging [2].

In addition, the study confirms the effectiveness of task-based and
communicative approaches in reducing speaking anxiety and improving learner
confidence. The increase in students’ willingness to participate in oral
activities—from 41% to 79% —demonstrates that interactive tasks such as
role-plays and discussions create a supportive learning environment. Overall,
the findings indicate that contemporary phonetics instruction, when supported
by communicative methodology and technology, leads to sustainable
improvement in learners’ pronunciation, fluency, and communicative
competence.

Conclusion

The present study has demonstrated that contemporary methods of
teaching phonetics play a vital role in improving learners’ pronunciation
accuracy, communicative competence, and overall speaking confidence. The
findings clearly show that traditional drill-based approaches are less effective
when compared to modern, learner-centered techniques that integrate
communication, technology, and interaction. The significant improvement in
learners’ pronunciation performance, increased classroom participation, and
enhanced phonetic awareness confirm that pronunciation instruction becomes
more meaningful when it is embedded in real communicative contexts.
Therefore, phonetics should be taught not as an isolated component, but as an
integral part of language use and communication.

Furthermore, the study highlights the importance of incorporating digital

105



TRANSFORMING EDUCATION THROUGH
SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY

tools and task-based activities into phonetics instruction. Technology-assisted
learning, including pronunciation applications and audio-visual resources,
provides learners with immediate feedback and greater exposure to authentic
speech models. This not only improves accuracy but also increases learner
motivation and autonomy. Based on the results, it can be concluded that an
effective phonetics teaching framework should combine communicative
methodology, technological support, and systematic practice. Such an approach
ensures sustainable development of learners’ pronunciation skills and prepares
them for successful real-life communication in English.
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