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Annotation: This article analyzes the phenomenon of Band 9, the highest
level of the IELTS (International english language testing system) exam. The
study examines the content of a Band 9 result, its academic and professional
significance, as well as its role in the context of global migration. The article
considers the criteria for achieving Band 9, its comparative analysis with other
international language certificates, and the role of institutional factors in
achieving success. The results of the scientific analysis show that while Band 9
signifies absolute linguistic perfection, its practical benefit is much more
limited than many test takers think. The article also assesses the growing
number of young people in Uzbekistan achieving Band 9 in recent years and
the potential of this trend to attract the attention of global I'T companies.
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Introduction
Globally, more than 4 million people take the IELTS exam every year, making
it the most popular English language proficiency test for higher education and
international migration. This exam was developed in partnership with the
British Council, IDP Education, and Cambridge Assessment English, and is
recognized by more than 12,500 organizations in over 140 countries
worldwide.

IELTS results are scored on a scale from 0 to 9. The highest point of this
scale, Band 9, corresponds to the “Expert User” level and is equated to the C2
level in the CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)
system. According to the official definition, a Band 9 holder is described as a
person who “has fully operational command of the language: appropriate,
accurate and fluent with complete understanding.

In recent years, cases of achieving an [ELTS Band 9 result among Uzbek
youth have increased significantly. According to data published on the
LinkedIn platform, over the past two years, at least 36 young people from
Uzbekistan have achieved the highest score in the IELTS exam. This figure is
particularly noteworthy given that the proportion of those achieving Band 9
globally is very small.
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The purpose of this article is to scientifically analyze the essence of a
Band 9 result, assess its practical significance, and determine its place in the
global context.

An IELTS Band 9 result is considered the highest peak of linguistic
perfection. According to various statistics, the proportion of those achieving an
overall Band 9 is only 0.3 percent of all test takers. Some sources estimate this
figure at around 1 percent. The difficulty of achieving Band 9 lies in the fact
that this level “requires not only an exceptional command of the language but
also flawless performance on exam day”. According to the assessment criteria,
a Band 9 candidate must:

Listening: Answer 39-40 out of 40 questions correctly;

Reading: (Academic): Answer 39-40 out of 40 questions correctly;

Writing: Score 9 in each of the four assessment criteria, meaning fully
addressing the task, connecting ideas fluently and logically, using rich and
precise vocabulary, and writing with grammatical perfection;

Speaking: Demonstrate fluent and coherent speech, natural expressions, a wide
vocabulary range, and nearly error-free grammar.[7;11:2026]

Comparative analysis between Band 9 and other assessment systems

Test/System Band 9 equivalent
CEFR C2 (Expert User)
TOEFL iBT 118-120

PTE Academic 89-90

Duolingo English Test 150-160
Cambridge English C2 CPE: 230+

A Band 9 result is compared with other international language certificates
as follows:
citation:

As can be seen from this comparative table, Band 9 corresponds to the
highest level in all international assessment systems. However, it is necessary
to analyze separately what practical advantages achieving this level provides.

In the academic sphere: No university in the world requires an IELTS
score higher than 7.5. The value of Band 9 in academic applications is only a
differentiating feature. That is, it allows one to stand out among candidates
with the same qualifications. In linguistics, TESOL/TEFL, and
language-related fields, however, Band 9 is an important qualification
indicator.

In the migration context: In Australia, “Superior English” (8.0+ in each
section) gives a maximum of 20 points. In Canada, CLB 10 (IELTS 8.5+ in
each section) provides maximum CRS points. Although Band 9 is above these
thresholds, it does not provide additional points. The only marginal advantage
is that when an immigration officer evaluates a profile overall, a perfect result
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can serve as strong evidence that “language is not a barrier”.

In the professional sphere: No country has a requirement higher than 8.0
for regulated professions. Band 9 is only significant for a narrow range of roles
such as IELTS instructor, exam material creator, IELTS examiner, and
university professor of linguistics. Over the past two years, cases of achieving
an [ELTS Band 9 result among Uzbek youth have increased significantly.
According to LinkedIn data, at least 36 young people from Uzbekistan have
achieved this result. In addition, more than 150,000 Uzbek youth have English
language certificates at B2 level and above.

This trend creates an opportunity for global IT companies to attract
Uzbekistan as an outsourcing center. However, some analysts recommend
caution in this regard: “An IELTS certificate is not a skill; it merely reflects the
level of English proficiency”. That is, the language certificate itself does not
demonstrate IT skills; it only provides communication capability.

As an important institutional change, starting from mid-2026, IELTS will
no longer be taken in paper format. All exams will be conducted on computer.
This change does not affect the skills assessed, the test construct, or the way
results are interpreted. In some markets, a “Writing on Paper” option will be
introduced, allowing candidates to complete the writing section on paper.
Studies have confirmed the comparability of scores between paper and
computer formats.

Conclusion
This scientific analysis leads to the following main conclusions:

First, an IELTS Band 9 result is the highest level of linguistic perfection,
and only a very small portion of the population can achieve it. This level
corresponds to the CEFR C2 category and signifies language competence at the
level of a native speaker.

Second, the practical benefit of Band 9 is much more limited than many
test takers think. For university admission, migration, and professional
registration, scores at the 8.0-8.5 level are sufficient, and Band 9 does not
provide additional privileges. Its main value manifests as differentiation and as
a qualification indicator in linguistic fields.

Third, the growth of Band 9 results in Uzbekistan is a positive trend,
creating opportunities to expand the country's participation in the global digital
economy. However, it must be taken into account that a language certificate
cannot replace IT skills.

Fourth, starting from 2026, the transition of the IELTS exam to a fully
digital format will ensure faster results and a more convenient process without
affecting assessment quality.

Future research would be advisable to focus on a deeper study of the
long-term career trajectories of individuals who have achieved Band 9, as well
as the economic effectiveness of language certificates.
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