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Abstract: This article examines the construction and communication of
national identity narratives in presidential addresses delivered at the United
Nations General Debate. Presidential speeches at the United Nations serve not
only as diplomatic statements but also as instruments for presenting national
values, historical experiences, political priorities, and visions of the
international order. Through discourse analysis, the study explores how
political leaders employ language, symbolism, and rhetorical strategies to
strengthen national identity while engaging with global audiences. The findings
suggest that national identity narratives play a crucial role in shaping
international perceptions, legitimizing foreign policy decisions, and reinforcing
domestic political legitimacy. The article highlights the significance of
presidential discourse in contemporary international relations and diplomatic
communication.
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Introduction

National identity represents one of the most important foundations of
statehood and political legitimacy in the modern international system. It
encompasses shared historical memories, cultural traditions, political values,
and collective aspirations that define how nations perceive themselves and their
place in the world. In international politics, national identity is frequently
communicated through diplomatic discourse, particularly in speeches delivered
by political leaders.

The United Nations General Debate provides a unique platform where
presidents, prime ministers, and heads of state address the international
community. These speeches allow leaders to articulate national priorities,
respond to global challenges, and project particular images of their countries.
Beyond discussing foreign policy, presidential addresses often contain
narratives that reinforce national identity and present specific interpretations of
national history, sovereignty, and development.

The purpose of this article is to analyze how national identity narratives
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are constructed in presidential addresses to the United Nations General Debate
and to examine their role in shaping diplomatic communication and
international perceptions.

The Concept of National Identity in International Relations

National identity refers to the collective understanding of a nation's
historical experiences, cultural heritage, political institutions, and social values.
It provides citizens with a sense of belonging and contributes to the legitimacy
of state institutions.

In international relations, national identity influences foreign policy
behavior and diplomatic communication. Governments often use identity
narratives to explain their actions, justify policy choices, and distinguish
themselves from other states. As a result, national identity becomes an
important element of diplomatic discourse and international representation.

The United Nations General Debate as a Diplomatic Platform

The United Nations General Debate is one of the most significant annual
diplomatic events in the world. It offers political leaders an opportunity to
present their countries' perspectives on global issues such as peace and security,
economic development, climate change, human rights, and international
cooperation.

Presidential addresses delivered during the General Debate reach both
domestic and international audiences. Consequently, these speeches serve
multiple purposes: they communicate foreign policy objectives, strengthen
national image, and reinforce collective identity among citizens.

Because of its global visibility, the General Debate has become an
important arena for the construction and dissemination of national identity
narratives.

Historical Narratives in Presidential Speeches

Historical references are among the most common elements of national
identity narratives. Presidents frequently invoke historical events,
independence struggles, national achievements, and collective sacrifices to
strengthen feelings of unity and legitimacy.

By emphasizing historical continuity, leaders create connections between
past experiences and contemporary political objectives. Such narratives often
portray the nation as resilient, independent, and capable of overcoming
challenges.

Historical storytelling also helps governments justify current foreign
policy positions by linking them to long-standing national traditions and
values.

National Values and Political Ideals

Presidential speeches often highlight values that are considered central to
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national identity. These may include democracy, freedom, sovereignty, justice,
equality, peace, or economic progress.

Through rhetorical strategies, leaders present these values as defining
characteristics of their nations. In many cases, presidents portray their countries
as responsible members of the international community committed to global
cooperation and peaceful development.

The promotion of national values serves both domestic and international
purposes. Domestically, it reinforces social cohesion, while internationally, it
contributes to a positive national image.

Narratives of Sovereignty and Independence

Sovereignty remains a central theme in many presidential addresses at the
United Nations. Leaders frequently emphasize the importance of territorial
integrity, political independence, and non-interference in domestic affairs.

For developing countries and post-colonial states, narratives of
sovereignty often reflect historical experiences of foreign domination and
struggles for self-determination. These narratives reinforce national identity by
emphasizing autonomy and the right of nations to determine their own futures.

In diplomatic discourse, sovereignty narratives also serve to legitimize
foreign policy decisions and defend national interests in international forums.

The Impact of National Identity Narratives on International
Perceptions

National identity narratives significantly influence how countries are
perceived internationally. Through carefully crafted speeches, political leaders
shape foreign audiences’ understanding of their nations' values, priorities, and
aspirations.

Positive and consistent identity narratives can strengthen a country's soft
power, improve diplomatic relations, and increase international credibility.
Conversely, conflicting or exclusionary narratives may create tensions and
misunderstandings in international affairs.

Therefore, presidential discourse plays a vital role in public diplomacy
and international image-building.

Rhetorical Strategies in Presidential Discourse

Presidents employ various rhetorical techniques to strengthen national
identity narratives. These include:

o References to national history and collective memory;

« Use of inclusive language such as “we,” “our people,” and “our
nation”;

o Symbolic representations of cultural heritage;

o Appeals to shared values and common goals;

« Narratives of resilience, progress, and unity.
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These strategies help create emotional connections with audiences and
enhance the persuasive power of diplomatic speeches.

The Impact of National Identity Narratives on International
Perceptions

National identity narratives significantly influence how countries are
perceived internationally. Through carefully crafted speeches, political leaders
shape foreign audiences’ understanding of their nations' values, priorities, and
aspirations.

Positive and consistent identity narratives can strengthen a country's soft
power, improve diplomatic relations, and increase international credibility.
Conversely, conflicting or exclusionary narratives may create tensions and
misunderstandings in international affairs.

Conclusion

National identity narratives constitute a fundamental component of
presidential addresses to the United Nations General Debate. Through
references to history, culture, sovereignty, values, and national achievements,
political leaders construct narratives that define their nations and communicate
their place in the international system.

The analysis demonstrates that these narratives serve multiple functions,
including strengthening domestic legitimacy, supporting foreign policy
objectives, and shaping international perceptions. Presidential speeches are not
merely diplomatic statements; they are powerful instruments of identity
construction and political communication.

As global challenges become increasingly interconnected, national
identity narratives will continue to play a crucial role in diplomatic discourse.
Understanding how these narratives are constructed and communicated
contributes to a deeper understanding of contemporary international relations
and global political communication.
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