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Abstract: The article examines the relationship between temporality and
ideological framing in publicistic discourse. It argues that tense forms in media
texts function as instruments of interpretation, evaluation, and persuasion rather
than merely grammatical indicators of time. The study analyzes how present,
past, and future tense constructions contribute to the representation of social
reality and influence public perception. Drawing on functional linguistics,
discourse analysis, and critical discourse theory, the article demonstrates that
temporality in media communication operates as a strategic mechanism
shaping collective understanding, emotional response, and ideological
orientation.
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In modern linguistics, temporality is increasingly understood as a
functional-semantic phenomenon rather than a purely grammatical category.
Traditional approaches interpreted tense primarily as a linguistic mechanism
expressing chronological relations between events and the moment of speaking.
However, contemporary discourse-oriented research demonstrates that
temporal forms frequently perform communicative, evaluative, and ideological
functions extending far beyond grammatical time reference.

Media discourse provides particularly rich material for exploring these
issues because journalistic communication constantly reconstructs temporal
relations according to communicative and ideological goals. Publicistic texts do
not merely reflect reality; they organize, interpret, and evaluate social events
through linguistic choices. Within this process, temporality becomes one of the
central mechanisms of discourse construction.

Publicistic discourse differs significantly from neutral informational
discourse due to its strong evaluative orientation. Journalists not only report
facts but also frame political processes, social conflicts, and cultural
developments in ways that influence collective understanding. Tense selection
therefore becomes an important discourse strategy shaping how audiences
perceive reality.
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Present tense is commonly associated with immediacy and relevance.
Sentences such as “The nation faces economic uncertainty” or “Society
experiences growing polarization” position social problems within an ongoing
and unresolved temporal frame. Such constructions create emotional
involvement and intensify the perception of urgency. The event appears
temporally close and socially important, even when the described process may
have developed gradually over a long period.

Past tense, on the other hand, often functions as a marker of factuality,
authority, and institutional legitimacy. Statements such as “The committee
confirmed multiple violations” or “Officials admitted strategic mistakes”
present actions as completed and verified. Through these constructions, media
discourse establishes reliability and reinforces institutional credibility. Past
tense therefore acquires evidential and legitimizing functions.

Future tense frequently performs predictive and persuasive roles.
Expressions such as “The policy will improve economic stability” or “The
reforms will strengthen national security” present assumptions and
interpretations as inevitable outcomes. In this way, future tense contributes to
ideological persuasion by transforming uncertain possibilities into apparently
objective predictions. Readers may perceive these statements as factual
expectations rather than subjective interpretations.

Aspectual forms also play a crucial role in temporal framing. Progressive
constructions intensify instability and crisis narratives:

“The country is moving toward deeper polarization.”

“The economy is deteriorating rapidly.”

Such forms emphasize process, incompleteness, and emotional tension.
They frame social reality as dynamic and unstable, increasing audience anxiety
and engagement.

Perfect constructions establish accountability by linking past events with
present consequences:

“The government has failed to respond effectively.”

“Authorities have ignored repeated warnings.”

These constructions create implicit evaluation and moral judgment. Past
actions remain relevant in the present moment, which strengthens criticism and
public accountability discourse.

The interaction between temporality and ideology becomes particularly
visible in political journalism. Through selective temporal framing, media
institutions determine which events appear urgent, completed, threatening, or
hopeful. Temporal grammar therefore influences public interpretation of
political actors, social crises, and national identity.
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Critical discourse analysis emphasizes that ideological influence is often
achieved implicitly rather than directly. Temporal framing functions precisely
at this implicit level. Readers frequently interpret temporally structured
statements as objective descriptions of reality, although such constructions may
contain strong evaluative and ideological assumptions. This implicitness
increases the persuasive power of media discourse.

Another important aspect of temporality concerns collective memory
construction. Publicistic texts often reactivate historical events through
historical present constructions:

“In 1989, the wall falls, and Europe enters a new era.”

Such usage transforms historical facts into emotionally immediate
experiences. Media discourse thereby shapes collective memory and national
identity through temporal representation.

Functional-semantic field theory provides an effective framework for
explaining these phenomena. According to this approach, temporality is not
restricted to grammatical tense forms alone. Instead, it emerges through
interaction between grammatical structures, lexical temporal markers, syntactic
organization, and discourse context. Media discourse demonstrates this
complexity particularly clearly because temporal meaning is distributed across
multiple linguistic levels simultaneously.

Temporal markers such as “today,” “in recent years,” “currently,” and “in
the near future” further intensify pragmatic and ideological meaning. These
markers guide audience interpretation by emphasizing urgency, continuity, or
expectation. Consequently, temporality functions not only as a linguistic
category but also as a cognitive mechanism organizing public perception of
reality.

The analysis confirms that tense in publicistic texts should be examined
within an integrated discourse framework combining grammar, semantics,
pragmatics, and ideology. Temporality in media communication operates as a
multifunctional strategy through which journalists shape interpretation,
emotional response, and social understanding.

Thus, temporality becomes one of the central mechanisms through which
media discourse constructs social reality, collective memory, and ideological
meaning. Time in publicistic discourse is not simply represented — it is
strategically organized and communicatively transformed.
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