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Abstract: This study explores the impact of teaching figures on character
development in the novel “The Professor”. The research focuses on how
educator characters influence the moral, intellectual, and emotional growth of
individuals through their actions, values, and interactions. Teachers in the novel
are presented not only as transmitters of knowledge but also as role models
who shape students’ worldview, behavior, and personal identity. The analysis
examines the ways in which teaching figures contribute to the formation of
discipline, responsibility, critical thinking, and ethical awareness. It also
highlights how their guidance affects the protagonist’s development, leading to
increased intellectual maturity and moral understanding. Through qualitative
textual analysis, the study identifies key moments in the narrative where
teacher-student interactions play a crucial role in shaping character
transformation. The findings reveal that teaching figures in “The Professor”
function as moral guides and intellectual mentors who significantly influence
personal development. Their presence in the narrative emphasizes the
importance of education not only as an academic process but also as a
foundation for character building. The study concludes that teacher figures are
central to the novel’s thematic structure, symbolizing knowledge, discipline,
and moral guidance.
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The novel “The Professor” presents education as a central force in
shaping human character and intellectual growth. Teaching figures in the novel
are not only responsible for transmitting knowledge but also play a crucial role
in forming moral values, discipline, and personal identity. The interaction
between teachers and learners highlights the importance of education as a
transformative process. This study explores how teaching figures influence
character development and how their guidance contributes to both moral and
intellectual growth within the narrative.

This research uses a qualitative literary analysis approach. The novel
“The Professor” is carefully examined through close reading and textual
interpretation. Key passages involving teacher-student interactions are
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identified and analyzed. The study focuses on character development, moral
lessons, and intellectual influence. Secondary literary criticism is also
considered to support interpretation and provide deeper understanding of
educational themes in the text.

The analysis shows that teaching figures in “The Professor” have a strong
influence on character development. They act as mentors who guide the
protagonist toward intellectual maturity and moral awareness. The results
indicate that:

» Teachers encourage discipline and responsibility

* Intellectual growth is shaped through structured learning

* Moral values are transmitted through behavior and example

» Teacher-student relationships are central to personal transformation

In “The Professor”, teaching figures are portrayed as key agents of
development. Their role goes beyond classroom instruction, extending into
personal mentorship. Through dialogue, correction, and encouragement, they
help the protagonist overcome intellectual limitations and develop critical
thinking skills. The teacher figures also serve as moral models. Their behavior
demonstrates honesty, dedication, and ethical conduct. This influence gradually
shapes the protagonist’s personality, leading to improved self-discipline and a
stronger sense of responsibility. The novel emphasizes that education is not
only academic but also deeply personal. The transformation of the main
character reflects the continuous impact of teacher guidance in everyday life.

The findings suggest that teaching figures are essential in shaping both
intellectual and moral dimensions of character. Their influence is long-term and
extends beyond formal education. The novel presents education as a
humanizing process, where teachers play a vital role in forming well-rounded
individuals.

However, the impact of teaching figures also depends on the student’s
willingness to learn. The relationship between teacher and learner is interactive,
meaning that character development occurs through cooperation and
engagement.

This analysis also highlights the universal importance of educators in
literature, where they often symbolize knowledge, discipline, and moral
authority.

In conclusion, teaching figures in “The Professor” play a fundamental
role in character development. They contribute significantly to both moral and
intellectual growth, shaping the protagonist into a more disciplined, reflective,
and educated individual. The study confirms that education in the novel is not
limited to academic learning but extends to the formation of personality and
values. Therefore, teacher figures are central to the thematic structure of the
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novel, representing the transformative power of education in human life. The
novel “The Professor” focuses on the role of education and teaching figures in
shaping the intellectual and moral development of individuals. In the narrative,
teachers are presented as influential characters who guide the learning process
and contribute to the formation of personality, behavior, and values. Their role
goes beyond simple instruction, as they act as mentors who support emotional
growth, discipline, and critical thinking. Teaching figures in the novel represent
authority, knowledge, and moral guidance. Through their interaction with
students, they influence not only academic achievement but also personal
development. The novel highlights that education is a transformative process
where learners gradually develop self-awareness, responsibility, and
intellectual maturity under the influence of their teachers. The general idea of
the work emphasizes that character development is closely connected to
educational experience. Teachers serve as role models whose behavior, attitude,
and communication shape the worldview of learners. As a result, the novel
presents education as a key factor in building strong moral values and
intellectual capacity in individuals.
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