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Introduction

Utopian literature represents one of the most influential and intellectually
rich genres in world literary tradition, combining imaginative fiction with
philosophical, social, and political reflection. Originating from early works
such as Utopia, the genre has evolved over centuries, continuously adapting to
changing historical realities and ideological perspectives. It offers not only
fictional representations of ideal societies but also critical commentary on
existing social, political, and economic systems.

The study of utopia is significant because it reveals how writers
conceptualize perfection in human society and how these visions reflect the
values and concerns of their respective eras. Utopian narratives often function
as both constructive models of ideal governance and as instruments of critique,
exposing the limitations and injustices of real-world societies. In this sense,
utopia operates at the intersection of literature, philosophy, and political theory.

Structurally, utopian texts are characterized by specific narrative patterns,
including journey frameworks, descriptive catalogues of institutions, and
dialogues between observers and inhabitants of ideal societies. These structural
features allow authors to systematically present alternative social orders while
maintaining a persuasive and reflective narrative tone. The genre also
demonstrates a strong didactic orientation, aiming to educate readers and
stimulate critical thinking about societal improvement.?

% Barthes, Roland (2011) Mythologies, translated by Richard Howard, Annette Lavers. New
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In contemporary literary studies, utopia is often analyzed alongside
related genres such as dystopia and anti-utopia, which emerged as responses to
the limitations and contradictions of utopian ideals. This comparative approach
highlights the dynamic nature of utopian discourse and its continued relevance
in addressing modern global challenges.

Therefore, this article explores the genre, structure, and narrative features
of utopian literature, aiming to provide a comprehensive understanding of how
utopian texts construct ideal worlds and what literary strategies they employ to
convey social and philosophical meanings.

Discussion And Results

Utopia as a genre, originating from the works of Thomas More and
Tommaso Campanella, preserves a fundamental duality: it combines criticism
of existing reality with the construction of ideal social models. Despite ongoing
scholarly debates, interest in utopian thought continues to grow, reflecting its
enduring influence on social, political, and philosophical discourse. The aim of
the study is to identify the patterns and regularities in the development of the
utopian genre.?¢

The foundations of utopian thinking can be traced back to Plato’s
dialogue Republic (4th century BCE), where he first introduced a rational
model of society. In this work, Plato describes a structured hierarchy of social
classes—philosopher-rulers, warriors, and producers—and proposes the
abolition of private property for the ruling elite. His approach differs from
mythical “golden age” narratives, as it combines a critical view of reality with a
rationally constructed alternative, thereby establishing a paradigm for the
utopian tradition.

Aristotle later criticized Plato’s concept of communal property, arguing
that what belongs to many is often cared for least. Even Plato’s followers later
moderated his ideas, focusing more on individual ethics. Nevertheless, The
Republic remained the foundational starting point of utopian thought,
demonstrating the power of combining rational analysis with creative
imagination in designing alternative social systems.

In 1516, Thomas More introduced the term “utopia,” derived from the
Greek topos (place) combined with the prefix u- (either negation or “good”),
creating an intentional ambiguity: “no place” or “good place.” Written during a
period of social crisis and enclosure movements in England, the work blends

York: Hill and Wang.
26 Hertzler, Joan (1922). The History of Utopian Thought. London: George Allen.
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criticism of European society—poverty, inequality, and injustice—with the
depiction of an ideal island community.?’

In the first part of Utopia, More, through the character Raphael Hythloday,
criticizes legal and social systems that produce poverty. In the second part, he
describes Utopia itself, characterized by communal ownership, universal labor,
and elected governance. However, the author’s ironic tone and distancing
remarks make the text ambiguous, turning it into a vehicle for political and
religious critique rather than a straightforward proposal.

The reception of the work was mixed. Erasmus of Rotterdam praised its
humanistic value, while religious authorities saw it as a threat due to its ideas
on communal property and tolerance. Critics also pointed out contradictions
within the utopian society itself. More’s work thus established utopia as a genre
that simultaneously critiques reality and imagines alternatives, revealing its
paradoxical nature as both escape and transformation.

During the Renaissance, utopian writing developed further through the
works of Tommaso Campanella, Francis Bacon, and Cyrano de Bergerac.
These authors expanded the genre by emphasizing rational social organization,
scientific progress, and imaginative fictional worlds as tools of social critique.

Campanella’s City of the Sun (1602) combined Platonic structure with
mystical and religious elements. Society is governed by a philosopher-priest
(“Sun”), private property is abolished, and education and reproduction are
controlled by the state to improve humanity. Science is integrated into religious
belief, and knowledge is visually displayed on city walls. The work was
condemned by the Inquisition due to its ideological and philosophical
synthesis.?8

Bacon’s New Atlantis (1627) shifted utopian focus toward scientific
advancement. His fictional society is governed by the “House of Solomon,” a
scientific institution responsible for technological innovation. Bacon viewed
knowledge as a moral duty, anticipating later technocratic ideas, though critics
accused him of excessive scientism.

Cyrano de Bergerac’s Other World (1657) transformed utopia into satire.
The lunar society he depicts is absurd, with unconventional reproduction and
symbolic warfare. His work questions the very possibility of perfect societies
and is often regarded as an early form of anti-utopia.

27 Nadir, Christine (2010). “Utopian Studies, Environmental Literature, and the Legacy of an

Idea: Educating Desire in Miguel Abensour and Ursula K. Le Guin. Utopian Studies 21.1: 24 —

56.

28 Aristotle. (1983). Politics. In Works in four volumes (Vol. 4, pp. 376-644). Moscow: Mysl.
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Together, these Renaissance works expanded utopian literature, turning it
into an intellectual laboratory where idealism, religion, science, and satire
intersected. They also revealed a central paradox of utopia: the pursuit of
perfection inevitably collides with human imperfection.?

The 19th century, shaped by the Industrial Revolution, redefined utopia as
a critique of capitalism, industrialization, and technocratic development, while
also proposing alternative social systems that influenced socialist and
ecological thought.

Edward Bulwer-Lytton’s The Coming Race (1871) introduced an early
dystopian vision of a subterranean civilization powered by a mysterious energy
called “vril.” Although technologically advanced and peaceful, the society is
emotionally and creatively stagnant, reflecting fears of dehumanization through
progress.

Edward Bellamy’s Looking Backward (1888) presented a socialist utopia
as a response to economic inequality in the United States. His future society is
based on collective ownership, technological efficiency, universal education,
and social welfare. The novel became highly influential, inspiring reformist
movements, though critics warned it promoted excessive centralization.

William Morris’s News from Nowhere (1890) opposed industrial
capitalism with an eco-utopian vision based on manual labor, artistic freedom,
and ecological harmony. He criticized industrial society as culturally
destructive and anticipated modern sustainability theories.

These authors demonstrated different directions of utopian thought:
technological caution, social reformism, and ecological humanism. Their works
confirmed that utopia functions not as escapism but as a critical framework for
rethinking reality.*

Conclusion

The evolution of utopian thought reflects changing social ideals and
responses to historical challenges.

10.  Antiquity: Plato established the foundation of utopian thinking
through a rational model of social organization based on hierarchy and
functional justice. Aristotle’s critique highlighted the tension between ideal
systems and human nature.

11.  Renaissance: Thomas More introduced utopia as a genre defined
by ambiguity and irony. Campanella, Bacon, and Bergerac expanded it into
religious, scientific, and satirical directions, laying the groundwork for
dystopian thought.

2 Plato. (2023). The Republic (A. N. Yegunov, Trans.). Moscow: AST.
30" Erasmus of Rotterdam. (2007). Letters (L. Pinsky, Ed.). St. Petersburg: Azbuka-Klassika.
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12.  19th Century: Industrialization transformed utopia into a tool for
social critique and reform. Bellamy proposed technocratic socialism, while
Morris advocated ecological and artistic alternatives.
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