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Abstract: This article presents a comparative linguocultural analysis of
patriotic motifs in Uzbek and English poetry. The study examines the linguistic
and cultural means used to express patriotism, national identity, and devotion to
the homeland in the two poetic traditions. Through comparative and
linguocultural analysis, the research identifies both universal and
culture-specific features of patriotic discourse. The findings reveal that Uzbek
poetry primarily emphasizes collective identity, cultural heritage, and
emotional attachment to the homeland, while English poetry highlights civic
responsibility, national pride, and individual commitment to the nation.
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Introduction

Poetry plays a significant role in expressing national identity, cultural
values, and people's emotional attachment to their homeland. Patriotic motifs
are among the most common themes in poetic discourse, reflecting love for
one’s country, respect for national traditions, and pride in historical heritage.
These motifs not only convey personal feelings but also reveal the cultural
worldview of a particular society.

From a linguocultural perspective, poetry serves as a valuable source for
studying the relationship between language and culture. Patriotic poems often
contain culturally specific symbols, metaphors, and linguistic expressions that
reflect national values and collective memory. Therefore, analyzing patriotic
motifs can provide deeper insights into how different cultures conceptualize
and express patriotism.

Uzbek and English poetry represent patriotism through distinct linguistic
and cultural frameworks shaped by their historical and social backgrounds.
While Uzbek poetry frequently emphasizes devotion to the homeland, national
unity, and cultural heritage, English poetry often highlights freedom, civic
responsibility, and national pride.
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Literature Review

Patriotic motifs in poetry have been widely studied within linguocultural
and literary research. According to Maslova, literary texts reflect national
culture and preserve culturally significant concepts through language, making
poetry an important source for the study of cultural identity!®. Vorkachev
emphasizes that concepts such as patriotism are shaped by the cultural
experience of a linguistic community and are expressed through specific
linguistic and symbolic means?.

The cognitive approach developed by Lakoff and Johnson demonstrates
that metaphors play a crucial role in representing abstract concepts, including
patriotism?!. In poetic discourse, images of homeland, nation, and historical
memory are often realized through metaphorical and symbolic expressions.
Studies of Uzbek poetry show that patriotic motifs are closely connected with
national identity, cultural heritage, and devotion to the motherland, whereas
English patriotic poetry frequently highlights freedom, civic responsibility, and
national pride. However, comparative linguocultural studies of patriotic motifs
in Uzbek and English poetry remain relatively limited, which determines the
relevance of the present research.

Methodology

This study uses a comparative linguocultural approach to analyze patriotic
motifs in selected Uzbek and English poems. The research is based on
qualitative methods, including comparative analysis, linguocultural analysis,
and textual analysis. These methods were applied to identify linguistic features,
cultural concepts, symbols, and metaphors expressing patriotism, as well as to
determine similarities and differences between the two poetic traditions.

Results And Discussion

The comparative analysis of Uzbek and English patriotic poetry revealed
both universal and culture-specific representations of patriotism. The examined
poems demonstrate that the concept of homeland occupies a central position in
both literary traditions; however, its linguistic realization and cultural
interpretation differ significantly. In Uzbek poetry, patriotism is primarily
expressed through emotionally charged images of the homeland as a sacred and
living entity. The concept of Vatan is frequently associated with family,
ancestry, native land, and spiritual belonging. For example, in the poetry of
Abdulla Oripov, the homeland is represented not merely as a geographical

19 Macnosa B. A. JIuarsoxynstyponorus. — M.: Akagemus, 2001. — 208 c.
20 Bopxkaues C. I. CyacTbe KaK IMHIBOKYJILTYPHBIN KoHIENT. — M.: ['rosuc, 2004. — 236 c.
2l Lakoff G., Johnson M. Metaphors We Live By. — Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980. — 242
p.
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territory but as a moral and cultural value that shapes individual identity. In the
lines “Men nechun sevaman O ‘zbekistonni?” (“Why do I love Uzbekistan?”),
the poet constructs patriotism through rhetorical questioning and emotional
affirmation, emphasizing an inseparable bond between the individual and the
nation. Such representation reflects the collectivist orientation of Uzbek culture,
where national identity is closely linked to historical memory and communal
values®.

Similarly, the poetry of Erkin Vohidov employs metaphorical language to
portray the homeland as a source of pride and spiritual strength. Lexical units
such as Vatan, ona zamin (motherland), xalq (people), and ajdodlar (ancestors)
occur with high frequency, demonstrating the importance of historical
continuity and cultural heritage in the Uzbek understanding of patriotism. The
homeland is often personified as a mother, a conceptual metaphor that
strengthens emotional attachment and highlights notions of care, protection,
and loyalty?*.

The analysis of English patriotic poetry reveals a somewhat different
conceptualization. In poems such as William Blake’s “And Did Those Feet in
Ancient Time” and Rupert Brooke’s “The Soldier” patriotism is frequently
connected with civic duty, national honor, and individual sacrifice. Brooke’s
famous line, “If I should die, think only this of me: That theres some corner of
a foreign field that is forever England” presents patriotism through the
metaphorical extension of national identity beyond geographical borders. Here,
the homeland becomes an ideological rather than purely territorial concept,
reflecting a tradition of civic nationalism characteristic of English culture®..
Furthermore, English patriotic poetry often emphasizes individual
responsibility toward the nation. Unlike Uzbek poetic discourse, where
collective identity dominates, English poems frequently focus on personal
commitment and voluntary sacrifice. This observation supports Hofstede’s
distinction between collectivist and individualist cultural orientations,
according to which Central Asian societies generally exhibit stronger
collectivist tendencies than English-speaking societies®’.

The comparative analysis also identified significant differences in
symbolic imagery. Uzbek poets commonly employ symbols related to nature,
including mountains, rivers, gardens, and fertile land, which function as

22 Oripov A. Tannmanran acapiap. — Tomkent: O‘zbekiston, 2019. — 640 6.
23 Boxuznos D. Tannmanran acapiap. — Tomkent: lllapk, 2018. — 512 6.
24 Brooke R. The Soldier and Other Poems. — London: Faber & Faber, 2015. — 128 p.
25 Hofstede G. Culture's Consequences: Comparing Values, Behaviors, Institutions and Organizations
Across Nations. — 2nd ed. — Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, 2001. — 596 p.
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cultural markers of national identity. For instance, references to the Amu Darya,
Syr Darya, and the fertile soil of Uzbekistan evoke historical continuity and
cultural belonging. Such imagery reflects the close connection between land
and identity in Uzbek cultural consciousness®.

In contrast, English patriotic poetry frequently utilizes symbols associated
with political history and national institutions. Images of the crown, flag,
battlefield, and historical heroes serve as important markers of national pride.
These symbols reinforce the notion of patriotism as loyalty to political ideals
and historical achievements rather than solely attachment to native land?’,

Another notable finding concerns stylistic devices. Both poetic traditions
extensively employ metaphor, personification, repetition, and allusion.
However, Uzbek patriotic poetry tends to display higher emotional intensity
through expressive vocabulary and direct appeals to the homeland. English
patriotic poetry, on the other hand, often adopts a more restrained and reflective
tone, emphasizing contemplation and moral duty. This difference may be
explained by broader cultural preferences in emotional expression and literary
tradition.

Conclusion

The linguocultural analysis demonstrates that while patriotism functions
as a universal cultural value, its linguistic representation is strongly influenced
by national history, collective memory, and cultural worldview. Uzbek poetry
conceptualizes patriotism primarily through emotional attachment, cultural
heritage, and collective identity, whereas English poetry foregrounds civic
responsibility, individual sacrifice, and national ideals. These findings confirm
that patriotic discourse serves as a reflection of culturally specific ways of
understanding the relationship between the individual and the nation.
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