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Abstract: The integration of linguistics and literature has long been a
subject of academic debate in language education. In the Uzbek educational
context, these two disciplines are traditionally taught as separate subjects,
particularly in higher education institutions training future teachers of English
and philology specialists. However, recent pedagogical reforms and
competency-based curricula emphasize interdisciplinary approaches that foster
critical thinking, communicative competence, and cultural awareness. This
study explores the role of linguistics and literature in Uzbek higher education,
examines their pedagogical interaction, and analyzes the challenges and
prospects of integrating these fields in language teaching. Using qualitative
analysis of curriculum documents, classroom practices, and relevant scholarly
literature, the study highlights the need for a balanced and integrated model
that connects linguistic knowledge with literary interpretation. The findings
suggest that an interdisciplinary approach enhances learners’ analytical skills,
language proficiency, and cultural competence, thereby contributing to more
effective language education in Uzbekistan.
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Introduction

Linguistics and literature constitute two core components of language
education. Linguistics focuses on the scientific study of language structure, use,
and acquisition, whereas literature emphasizes aesthetic, cultural, and
interpretive dimensions of language. In many educational systems, including
Uzbekistan’s, these disciplines have historically been treated as distinct
academic fields with limited pedagogical overlap.

In the Uzbek educational context, especially in universities preparing
English language teachers and philologists, linguistics is often associated with
grammar, phonetics, semantics, and discourse analysis, while literature is
taught as a separate subject concentrating on canonical texts, authors, and
literary movements. Although this separation provides disciplinary clarity, it
may limit students’ ability to see language as both a structural system and a
cultural-artistic phenomenon.
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Recent educational reforms in Uzbekistan stress learner-centered
instruction, critical thinking, and communicative competence, creating
opportunities for integrating linguistics and literature. This article aims to
examine how these disciplines interact in Uzbek higher education and to
propose an integrated pedagogical perspective that responds to contemporary
educational needs.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative descriptive research design. Data were
collected through three main sources:

1. Document analysis of university curricula, syllabi, and national
educational standards related to linguistics, literature, and English language
teaching in Uzbekistan.

2. Review of scholarly literature on interdisciplinary approaches to
linguistics and literature in language education.

3. Reflective analysis of classroom practices, based on observed trends in
Uzbek higher education, particularly in EFL and philology programs.

The collected data were analyzed thematically to identify patterns in how
linguistics and literature are conceptualized, taught, and connected within the
Uzbek educational system.

Results

3.1 Current Status of Linguistics and Literature in Uzbek Education

The analysis shows that linguistics and literature are generally taught as
independent subjects. Linguistics courses prioritize theoretical knowledge,
including phonology, morphology, syntax, and discourse analysis. Literature
courses focus on historical periods, literary genres, and textual interpretation.
Assessment practices also reflect this division, with linguistics emphasizing
objective testing and literature relying on essays and interpretive analysis.

3.2 Pedagogical Gaps and Challenges

Several challenges emerge from this separation:

Students often struggle to apply linguistic knowledge when analyzing
literary texts.

Literary interpretation may lack linguistic depth, resulting in
impressionistic or superficial analysis.

Limited emphasis is placed on using literary texts as authentic linguistic
data for language development.

3.3 Emerging Trends toward Integration

Despite these challenges, recent reforms encourage interdisciplinary
teaching. Some instructors incorporate stylistic analysis, discourse analysis,
and pragmatics into literature classes, while others use literary texts to teach
grammar, vocabulary, and pragmatics in linguistics-oriented courses. These

2



EDUCATION AND RESEARCH IN THE ERA OF
DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

B __ &4
reTE——
-—

practices, although not yet systematic, demonstrate the potential of integrated
instruction.

Discussion

The findings suggest that integrating linguistics and literature can
significantly enhance language education in Uzbekistan. Linguistic tools such
as stylistics, discourse analysis, and pragmatics enable students to analyze
literary texts more systematically, while literature provides rich, authentic
material for exploring language use in context.

From a pedagogical perspective, integration supports key educational
goals, including communicative competence, cultural awareness, and critical
thinking. This approach aligns with modern EFL methodologies and
competency-based education models promoted in Uzbekistan.

However, successful integration requires curriculum redesign, teacher
training, and appropriate assessment strategies. Teachers must be equipped with
interdisciplinary competence, and institutional support is necessary to move
beyond traditional disciplinary boundaries.

Conclusion

This study examined the relationship between linguistics and literature in
the Uzbek educational context and highlighted the need for greater pedagogical
integration. While these disciplines have traditionally been taught separately,
current educational reforms and global trends call for an interdisciplinary
approach that connects linguistic analysis with literary interpretation.

Integrating linguistics and literature can enrich students’ language
proficiency, analytical skills, and cultural understanding. For Uzbekistan’s
higher education system, adopting such an approach represents an important
step toward modernizing language education and preparing learners for
academic and professional communication in a globalized world.

Future research may focus on empirical classroom studies, teacher
perceptions, and student outcomes related to integrated linguistics-literature
instruction.
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